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When you re -,
irchentcrazy region, it pays to ask ;
for what you geally want.
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Everything s right

where [ need it,” says

Ciale Bailey, enthusiastic u-.rnf.;_-r of the
converted Emeryville Toft (shown
o pages T8—79 that’s home o
ome of vur three dreeam kirchens,

She notes that an carlier prisect

Jdidn't turn out ne;
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i for me,” she savs, I lowoked

seonts but was just weird 1o

use.” She adids, “There was no

personaliey to "

Blame scarv swings in the
stock market, deliriously high
heme prices, or even the water,
Bur the Bay Area has gone a
litele auts abour Kirehens, and
investing in remodeling— or
dreaming of 1t has become
an obsession, We spene] entire
Saturdays wandering through

the maze of Home Depar kitchen
dioramas, and evenings ar parties

gossiping about new dishwasher teche

nology and whao's adiling a cold-water

pot-filler frucet over the range. And

that's before conversation tirns 1o the
Cirear Freewer [

- - .
stde? oo or drawer?

. .
wile. Hotton, top, o

With all the freming over prices
aned styles, a kev ingredient thar's easy
o overlook is personaliny: yours. The
lewan] homewaners vou'll meet here
discovered tha working hard o el
exactly whart they wanted paid off—
andd not one would think of selling
nowy, They're too busy living in their

own dream kirchens,
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About a yes

project, Line

an mmportant lesson, “Ics actually easier
o bunld a skyseraper than to renovate
an old house carefully,” she says, now
calm after 2 long storm. Not o mention
adding a custom commercial kitchen
filled wirth unique pieces, including an
antigue butcher block that takes four
men to litt, (Baver boughe e ar a Pans
tlea market, shipped it home, and then

stored it in her barn for 18 momhs, She

mto her remodeling
-Marie Bauer learned

has lots of stories hke thar.)

Bauver and

I'1|_'F W [?F-."[l."l.":l KCH LN,

Richic and Johnny Loch, moved o

their Victorian home m the Napa

countryside in 1993, Therr work-

ing farm, Lazy Susan Ranch,
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and sells about 2 hundred types of

herbs to area restaurants and spasy

they needed a new kuchen w

expand the business, and started

planming m 1994,

“T wanted a

we coneled

e s

big, open kicchen
ch amd entertain in,”

says Bauver, who got that and

more—a bathroom, a bedroom,

a hushand—{rom the nearly two-

vear-long project. (She ended up

marrying her interior designer’s

brrother, Bod Baoer) In their new

Litchen—uwith its gas and electric

burners, two refrigerators, three

ovens, commercial ice maker, three sinks,
and iron cooking cauldron that firs m the

fircplace—she and her Bimly even enjoy

washing the dishes.
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